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inaugurate the campaign. As a rule they obtain great
support from the Bemer VolJtspartei, and sometimes
also from the Eidgenossische Verein.

The Benier Volks$)artei is the Conservative opposi-
tion in the canton of Berne, and is composed mostly
of peasants. The Eidgenossische Verein is mainly
composed of the Conservative Protestants of Zurich,
Basle, and Berne, When the three groups work
together they nominate a committee, which sees to
the printing of the sheets to be signed. These sheets
are sent at once to trustworthy persons in the com-
munes. Sometimes it is thought better to carry on
the campaign more or less secretly. In that case
election agents present the sheets at the houses of
men of whom they are certain, and individual per-
suasion between man and man is the important
feature.

At other times the lists are deposited in public
places. For instance, while I was passing through
Geneva, a referendum was being organised against an
excise law, and I saw placards in the beer-shops with
these words, " The demand for the referendum may
be signed here/'

When those in favour of a referendum thus openly
organise a campaign, there is no reason why they
should keep silence, and they make a good deal of
stir. They get up public meetings, issue circulars,
cover the walls with placards, and make use of all
the newspapers they retain. The localities or classes
of citizens specially affected by a law such as the
excise law which I have just mentioned, organist
the opposition. Those interested in the rejection of
the law band themselves together without distinc-